
K-5 Writing Resources 
 

Tool Link Description Use 
Persuasion 
Map 

www.readwritethink.  
org/classroom-resources/ 
student-interactives/ 
persuasion-30034.html 

ReadWriteThink’s persuasion map 
guides students to lay out the key 
components of an argument/ 
opinion as specified for Anchor 1.  
Student work may be saved, 
emailed, or printed. 

Use with 
Anchor 1. 

Letter 
Generator 

www.readwritethink. 
org/classroom-resources/ 
student-interactives/ letter-
generator- 30005.html 

ReadWriteThink’s letter generator 
guides students to write a friendly 
letter or a business letter that 
includes all the important parts.  
Students working with Anchor 1 
(argument/opinion writing) can use 
the platform to write an entire letter 
and then print, save, or email the 
final product. 

Use with 
Anchor 1. 

Card Making 
Tool 

www.kerpoof.com Kerpoof offers a card-making tool 
that includes space for text and 
images.  Students in the early phases 
of learning to write opinion pieces 
(Anchor 1) can use this tool to 
express an opinion with reasons.  For 
example, “You are the best dad in 
the world because….” “You are my 
favorite author because….” Cards 
can be saved, printed, or emailed. 

Use with 
Anchor 1. 

Poster 
Making Tool 

http://edu.glogster.com/ 
what-is-glogster-edu/ 

Glogster’s multimedia poster tool 
allows students to make posters that 
include text, images, audio, video, 
sound, and data.  Students can use 
this tool to individually or collabora-
tively develop pieces such as book 
reviews, advertisements, or informa-
tional presentations.  Posters can be 
saved and shared as a presentation 
or made available through a link to a 
wiki, blog, or website. 
 
 
 
 

Use with 
Anchors    
1 and 2. 

http://www.readwritethink/
http://www.readwritethink/
http://www.kerpoof.com/
http://edu.glogster.com/


 
 

Essay Tool www.readwritethink.org/ 
classroom-resources/ 
student-interactives/   
essay-30063.html 

ReadWriteThink’s essay tool guides 
students to outline the key com-
ponents of an essay on any topic.  
Students may write a persuasive 
essay (Anchor 1), an informational 
piece (Anchor 2), or a personal 
narrative (Anchor 3).  The product 
can be saved, emailed, or printed. 

Use with 
Anchors     
1, 2,          
and 3. 

Templates 
for                  
Multiple 
Genres 

http://                                  
teacher.scholastic.com/ 
writewit/index.htm 

Scholastic’s Writing with Writers site 
offers guidelines and templates for 
writing in various genres, including 
biographies, folktales, mysteries, 
myths, news articles, and book 
reviews.  Students using the site are 
prompted to include the key com-
ponents within the genres to 
generate a complete piece.  For 
example, students writing bio-
graphies are prompted to pick an 
important person, brainstorm key 
questions to answer, and list key 
facts about the person.  Students 
writing book reviews are prompted 
to describe the setting and the main 
characters, and to offer a glimpse of 
the plot without giving it away.  The 
site contains examples of student 
writing in each genre, and a platform 
for students to publish their own 
work through the site. 

Use with 
Anchors    
1, 2,      
and 3. 

Storybird www.storybird.com Storybird contains art images that 
students use as a basis for creating 
text.  Tags on the art allow for 
searching in relation to topics.  For 
example, students writing narrative 
fiction (Anchor 3) could search for 
character images of fairies, pirates, 
unicorns, or mythical creatures.  
Students writing informational text 
(Anchor 2) will find images that 
represent all kinds of nonfiction 
topics, such as apples, spring, boats, 

Use with 
Anchors   
1, 2,       
and 3. 

http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.storybird.com/


and the body.  Students can choose 
one piece of art and write text or 
dialogue for it, or they can write a 
more extended book embedded with 
art images that can be saved and 
printed. 

Story Tool www.kerpoof.com Kerpoof’s Tell a Story tool provides a 
platform for students to write 
narratives (Anchor 3) that can be 
saved and shared electronically.  The 
tool includes images that can be 
dragged to create settings and 
characters, speech bubbles for text, 
and a drawing tool. 

Use with 
Anchor 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Story          
Map 

www.readwritethink.  
org/files/resources/       
interactives/storymap/        
index.html 

ReadWriteThink’s story map site 
contains four tools that students can 
use to develop a character, a setting, 
a problem, or a resolution.  The 
material can be printed and used as 
a resource in moving the piece from 
draft to finished product. 

Use with 
Anchor 3. 

Story Buddy 
2 

http:// 
itunes.apple.com/us/ 
app/storybuddy-2/ 
id505856601?mt=8 

Story Buddy 2 allows students to 
create multipage texts that include 
print, photographs, drawings, and an 
audio recording.  Students may use 
this app to compose narrative or 
informational pieces.  Final products 
can be printed or shared by email. 

Use with 
Anchors  
1, 2, and 
3. 

Story Kit http:// 
itunes.apple.com/ 
us/app/storykit/ 
id329374595?mt=8 

Story Kit allows students to create 
narrative or informational pieces 
that include text, drawings or 
photos, and sound.  Finished 
products can be emailed and shared. 

Use with 
Anchors       
1, 2, and 
3. 

Popplet http://popplet.com/ Popplet is an app designed for 
mapping and organizing ideas.  
Students create boxes (popplets) and 
add text, drawings, or photos (or a 
combination of these).  Popplets can 
be organized and linked in a number 
of ways and used for planning a 
piece of writing, composing a 
complete descriptive piece in the 
form of a photo montage with 
captions, or composing a sequenced 

Use with 
Anchors  
1, 2, and 
3. 

http://www.kerpoof.com/
http://www.readwritethink/
http://popplet.com/


narrative with brief text. 
Story 
Builder 

http:// 
itunes.apple.com/ 
us/app/storybuilder/ 
id402652939?mt=8 

Students using Story Builder are 
prompted, step-by-step, to develop 
an audio narrative based on pictures 
with ready-made images.  Student 
narratives can be saved and emailed. 

Use with 
Anchor 3. 

Story Patch http:// 
itunes.apple.com/ 
us/app/story-patch/ 
id388613157?mt=8 

Story Patch allows students to 
create, edit, and share stories using 
ready-made images with photo 
backdrops. 

Use with 
Anchor 3. 

Webs, 
charts, 
diagrams 

 Students use the Smart Art feature 
from Microsoft Word or a similar 
program to create webs, charts, and 
diagrams. 

Use with 
Anchors 1 
and 2. 

Graphs http://nces.ed.gov/ 
nceskids/creategraph/ 
default.aspx 

Students using this tool can create a 
bar, a line, an area, a pie, or an XY 
graph.  Graphs created using this site 
may be labeled, saved, and printed. 

Use with 
Anchors 1 
and 2. 

Maps https:// 
maps.google.com/ 

Google provides satellite and road 
map images of virtually any location 
around the world.  Students can use 
the maps to identify locations in 
relation to a project or to create 
mash-ups (a combination of two or 
more types of media) that extend 
the information provided by the 
map.  For example, they might add 
to a state map captioned images of 
important figures who were born in 
various towns; descriptions of the 
natural resources prevalent in 
various regions; or links to informa-
tion related to the state. 

Use with 
Anchors 1, 
2, and 3. 

Clip art  Students use the clip art feature 
from a word-processing program to 
import images into a document, or 
they print the images and merge 
them into a paper-and-pencil create. 

Use with 
Anchors 1, 
2, and 3. 

Photographs 
and videos 

 Students use digital equipment to 
photograph or videotape images 
needed for a current piece, and 
import them into a word-processed 
or web-based document, or they can 
print photographs and add them to a 

Use with 
Anchors 1, 
2, and 3. 



paper-and-pencil document.  
Students may also use photographs 
downloaded from the web or from a 
collection prepared by the teacher. 

Word clouds www.abcya.com/ 
word_clouds.htm or 
www.wordle.net 

Students type or paste text into a 
box to generate a “word cloud” that 
contains an arrangement of the most 
frequently used words in the text.  
Word clouds illuminate key 
vocabulary and concepts in a piece, 
and offer the reader a way to 
consider the concepts through a new 
lens. 

Use with 
Anchors 1 
and 2. 

 

 

 

http://www.abcya.com/

